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 Slankey™ - February 10, 2010, 2:24 pm 
Disclaimer: The information given here is based on US copyright law and is given for guidance only;
you're advised to consult a copyright lawyer on copyright issues.
 
 Protect Your Work As An Artist
 Well this is the World Wide Web, not everyone plays by the rules. So as a graphic artist, i wouldn't
want anyone else using the graphic that i made unless i gave them permission, i think i can speak
for everyone and say that they wouldn't want this either. 
 
 
 So i will explain to you what you can do to protect your intellectual property
 
 
 
 
 There are several methods out there to protect your work.
 Since this is aimed towards graphic artists, i will focus on several methods to protect images on the
web, since applying for a copyright/trademark/patent takes years and costs money.
 
 
 Methods
 Watermark
 
 Signature 
 
 Copyright Symbol 
 
 Documentation 
 
 
 
 Watermark 
 How To Do It In Photoshop
 How To Do It In GIMP
 Plug-In For Photoshop
 Plug-In For GIMP
 
 
 Signature
 Find a nice font at
 1001FreeFonts
 Dafont
 UrbanFonts
 Free-Fonts
 
 I personally like the Graffiti ones, or the Calligraphy or Handwritten ones.

https://hackforums.net
https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?tid=266860
http://www.developertutorials.com/tutorials/photoshop/making-your-own-watermark-with-photoshop-8-03-07/page1.html
http://www.simplehelp.net/2008/12/12/how-to-watermark-an-image-using-gimp/
http://adobe1.software.informer.com/download-adobe-photoshop-watermark-plugin/
http://registry.gimp.org/node/6703
http://www.1001freefonts.com/
http://www.dafont.com/
http://www.urbanfonts.com/
http://www.free-fonts.com/


 I have a few really nice ones in my font pack.
 
 
 But Why Do you need this?
 If you sign this image, you declare that you are the author!
 Thus it belongs to you, pretty simple.
 
 Question: Artist's Copyright FAQ: Is a Copyright Symbol Essential?
 Answer: No, though it does make it very clear for people unfamiliar with copyright law. To prevent
the defense of "innocent infringement", use the copyright symbol, date of creation, your name, and if
you want, the words "all rights reserved". You don't have to be registered with the US Copyright
Office to use the copyright notice.
 By Marion Boddy-Evans, About.com Guide
 
 Example
 Not Signed.
 [IMG]http://i896.photobucket.com/albums/ac168/Slankey/notsigned.png[/IMG]
 Signed.
 [img]http://i940.photobucket.com/albums/ad245/Phantoria/slankey.png[/img]
 
 If you look closely you see the Left Breast is signed ?
 However i made it blend it, you can do whatever. Just make sure it's visible to the human eye.
 
 Copyright Symbol
 You can add this in a watermark or make it clearly visible, it doesn't matter because it's not
essential. 
 For More Detail Visit  This site.
 Click Here
 
 Alt Codes
 Code Alt 0169    ©    Copyright
 Alt 169    ®    Registered symbol
 Alt 0153    ™    Trademark
 
 Documentation 
 Question: Artist's Copyright FAQ: If I Sell a Painting, Do I Lose Copyright?
 Answer: Copyright in a painting remains the artist unless they sign it over to the new owner of the
painting. You then relinquish the right to reproductions and, most likely, the right to make another
identical or very similar painting. Buying the physical painting does not give someone copyright of
the painting; you (or your agent) have to transfer copyright to the new owner in writing.
 Note, however, that the purchaser may be able to defend their right to having a unique image, even
if you retain the copyright. For example, if you have created 'limited edition' prints, you can never
produce more than the number originally stipulated.
 
 Make the ownership of copyright clear to anyone who buys a painting from you clear upfront by
including it in the sales documentation. Take a leaf out of the book of artist Karen McConnell who
says: "I sell most all of my original paintings with a 'Statement of Value' which includes (1) date of
sale (2) price paid (3) whether it was purchased framed or unframed and (4) notice that copyright for
the work remains with the artist. At the bottom of the form is a place for dated signatures from both
myself and the purchaser. I keep a copy, they keep a copy."
 By Marion Boddy-Evans, About.com Guide
 
 Question: Artist's Copyright FAQ: What is Work for Hire?

http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/copyrightprotection/Web_Copyright_Protection_Secure_Your_Photos_and_Graphics_on_the_Web.htm


 Answer: Under US law, if you are employed by a company as an artist, copyright in your work
belongs to your employer, not you, unless you have signed an agreement to the contrary. This is
because you are 'working for hire'.
 If you are a freelance artist, the situation is reversed. Copyright remains yours, unless the company
which commissions you get to sign over copyright or sign a 'work for hire' agreement.
 
 See this Sample Work for Hire Agreement and this Work for Hire FAQ from the US Copyright
Office.
 
 
 More Useful Documents!
 http://www.getfreelegalforms.com/license-agreement-simple/
 http://www.thedesigncubicle.com/2009/07/what-to-include-in-your-design-contracts/
 http://www.webappers.com/2009/07/17/freelance-design-contracts-and-templates-for-designers/
 
 
 I recommend that when you do submit a graphic, that you add a watermark until the individual
agrees, and accepts your terms.
 
 Source:
 
http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/copyrightprotection/Web_Copyright_Protection_Secure_Your_Phot
os_and_Graphics_on_the_Web.htm
 
 Keep Your Work Protected!!
 
 What If Someone Violates My Agreement/Rights/Law?
 It is to my understanding that HackForums does not promote copyright infringement, so if a user
does infringe your rights/agreement, Report them immediately and send a pm to one of the
admins/mods so they can do their job and enforce the rules. ?

Horusbrasil - February 10, 2010, 2:27 pm 
Great one :)
 
 It will help a lot of artists... I think this is the first tuto of this kind on HF.
 
 Thanks for sharing.

ProfoundZeus™ - February 10, 2010, 2:28 pm 
Nice, bookmarked, thanks ?

Slankey™ - February 10, 2010, 2:28 pm 
 (Feb 10, 2010 03:27 PM)Horusbrasil Wrote: [CITE] Great one :)
 
 It will help a lot of artists... I think this is the first tuto of this kind on HF.
 
 Thanks for sharing.
 No Problem, All artists should be informed on protecting your work, i know how much it means to an
artist to have their work belong to them, and not leeched.

iRtehLeet™ - February 10, 2010, 2:30 pm 
Wow very original title, goes perfect with the tut nice job. ?

http://copylaw.com/forms/Workhire.html
http://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-definitions.html#made_for_hire
http://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-definitions.html#made_for_hire
http://www.getfreelegalforms.com/license-agreement-simple/
http://www.thedesigncubicle.com/2009/07/what-to-include-in-your-design-contracts/
http://www.webappers.com/2009/07/17/freelance-design-contracts-and-templates-for-designers/
http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/copyrightprotection/Web_Copyright_Protection_Secure_Your_Photos_and_Graphics_on_the_Web.htm
http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/copyrightprotection/Web_Copyright_Protection_Secure_Your_Photos_and_Graphics_on_the_Web.htm
https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?pid=2526041#pid2526041


sMk - February 10, 2010, 2:35 pm 
Nice post, but anyone who knows their way around photoshop could probably remove a watermark
etc...
   ...i'm just sayin.

Slankey™ - February 10, 2010, 2:38 pm 
 (Feb 10, 2010 03:35 PM)Syph?r © Wrote: [CITE] Nice post, but anyone who knows their way around
photoshop could probably remove a watermark etc...
   ...i'm just sayin.
 Yeah but then that's breaking the law and i could sue one if they reproduce it in anyway shape or
form, that includes printing. Unless the artist supplies written permission to the individual.
 
 I could sue for large amounts of cash unless the artist is lacking proper documentation

sMk - February 10, 2010, 2:45 pm 
 (Feb 10, 2010 03:38 PM)Slankey Wrote: [CITE] Yeah but then that's breaking the law and i could sue
one if they reproduce it in anyway shape or form, that includes printing. Unless the artist supplies
written permission to the individual.
 
 I could sue for large amounts of cash unless the artist is lacking proper documentation
 That's better than selling them as requests... ?
 I jk.

Slankey™ - February 10, 2010, 2:47 pm 
 (Feb 10, 2010 03:45 PM)Syph?r © Wrote: [CITE] That's better than selling them as requests... ?
 I jk.You don't necessarily have to sell for money, you can give it away for free and still protect your
rights as an artist.

BL5 - February 10, 2010, 3:46 pm 
thanks for the info :) bookmarked

Slankey™ - February 10, 2010, 4:02 pm 
 (Feb 10, 2010 04:46 PM)BL5 Wrote: [CITE] thanks for the info :) bookmarked
 Glad i could edumacate you
 Spoiler (Click to View)[img]http://static.pyzam.com/img/funnypics/misc/edumacation.jpg[/img]

JsTFKNGooGLEiT - February 10, 2010, 7:31 pm 
Slankey your the best!!! Thanks so much!!

Slankey™ - February 11, 2010, 3:58 pm 
 (Feb 10, 2010 08:31 PM)JsTFKNGooGLEiT Wrote: [CITE] Slankey your the best!!! Thanks so much!!
 No Problem glad you liked it.

Slankey™ - March 20, 2010, 8:18 am 
BUMP FOR MY Awesome THREAD
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