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*More will be added when I get the time, this should cover the basics.
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 Introduction: This guide is for everyone no matter your level of experience. I am going to give
advice and techniques on how to use the camera besides just pressing the button. My goal is to also
show you the different types of cameras; so you can choose which one best fits you. It doesn't
matter what kind of camera you have as a beginner, the important thing is know what kind of
techniques to use in different situations. With the right knowledge, even the most basic cameras can
capture stunning images. Just go out and take pictures of everything you can. You never know if
you have the best shot saved on your memory card. Ignore the odd looks and take pictures. Have
fun with photography.

cyberducky - March 25, 2014, 5:57 pm 
Types of Cameras:
 You may be wondering what sort of camera you need. There are tons of cameras on the market,
but you don't need to empty your wallet on one. Before browsing for cameras, you need to decide
what type of camera will fit you best. In this thread I am going to break down 3 different types of
cameras. Superzooms, compacts, and DSLRs.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Superzooms: Superzooms are named after there long zoom lenses. Superzooms may looks similar
to DSLRs, but their internal designs is closer to a digital compact. Superzoom lenses magnification
can be around 7x to 18x. Superzooms can take shots that you cannot with a compact, but they often
leave shots blurred because of the camera shake when using maximum zoom. I would recommend
getting a tripod, and shooting in well lighted areas while using a superzoom. Superzooms have a
similar image sensor like the ones in compacts, which means the quality sometimes isn't as high as
it could be. Most superzooms offer more control over shutter and aperture settings, which will allow
you to take better pictures.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Compacts: Compacts are small, light and portable. There is a huge variety of compact cameras on
the market ranging from $75-$200. Most of the more expensive models have a longer battery life
and have higher megapixel stats. The expensive compacts offer some control over the camera, but
not as much as a superzoom.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  DSLRs: DSLR stands for digital single-lens reflex. DSLRs are larger, but are for the more serious
photographers. DSLRs have changeable lenses, and usually come bundled with 2-3 other lenses.
On these cameras, the lens is the most important feature. Because of this, DSLRs are very easy to
upgrade. There are specialist lenses that can cost up to $2,000. No matter how bad your DSLR is, if
you get a good lens it will do amazing. DSLRs turn on almost instantly and have autofocus systems
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to keep a moving target focused perfectly. DSLRs also have very long lasting batteries that will allow
you to take hundreds of photos before having to recharge. DSLRs main reason for being a step
above of most other cameras is because of it's image sensor. DSLRs image sensor is huge and
allows for more detailed pictures, with less digital artefacts. If you hate the quality of your pictures,
and want perfection, a DSLR is for you.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
 Memory Cards: This is pretty simple. I recommend having multiple high-capacity cards in case you
lose one or run out of space so you can continue shooting. The higher the megapixel rating your
camera is, the bigger you will need as a memory card. For every 1 megapixel is 1GB of storage
needed. I currently own 3 16GB cards and 4 8GB cards. I also recommend when buying memory
cards to buy online as they are overpriced in stores.

cyberducky - March 25, 2014, 5:58 pm 
Knowing Your Camera Settings: Shutter speed and aperture settings are the two most important
settings you need to master on your camera. 
  [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Aperture: The aperture sets the amount of light that reaches the sensor when it is exposed; the
shutter controls how long it is exposed for. Once these settings are mastered you will be able to
shoot in a huge range of lighting conditions, whether it is a sunny beach or a dark basement. If you
want the background to be out of focus, use a wide aperture. If you want everything to be in focus
use a small aperture. If your aperture isn't set right for a shot, your entire shot will not look as sharp
as it could be. I recommend for landscape shots to use a small aperture for perfection. I may refer to
f numbers in this thread so I will tell you what they are now. F numbers (also called f stops) is how
photographers express the size of their aperture. The smaller the number = wider aperture, larger
the number = smaller the aperture and sharper the image. Using a smaller aperture also allows for a
depth of field so the background can be blurred out and the person will be in focus.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Shutter Speed: Shutter speed is NOT how fast the shutter opens and closes, it is how long it is
open for. The shutter just prevents light from reaching the camera sensor. Shutter speed does not
use f numbers, it is expressed as seconds or fractions of a second. Varying the shutter speed has
secondary effects on the overall image. Varying the shutter speed can allow you to make some
creative effects like freezing time, speeding up time, or creating dream-like effects. In order to create
a freeze effect you need to have a shutter speed faster than the subject. I would recommend doing
1/250th or faster for a sharp freeze effect with no blurring. Now the hardest effect to do with shutter
speed is the sense of movement effect or SOM effect. This effecting is giving a target a little bit of
blur to express movement, but not too much blur that it ruins the photo. I would recommend setting
your speed between 1/10th-1/30th. Make sure to enable your shutter priority mode on your SLR so
the aperture changes to fit the shutter automatically. If you do not have this setting you will need to
configure your aperture manually.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Camera Shake: You can stop camera shake easily by setting your shutter speed at 1/125th of a
second. With this setting you hands cannot move in such a short amount of time. Keep in mind this
only works in good light. If you are in a low light situation, then your shutter speed needs to be
slower. Also, do not zoom. Zooming increases your chances of camera shake. Leaning against a
wall can also prevent camera shake.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
 Do Not Use Flash: When you take a shot with flash it will make the picture look harsh, having hard
shadows and very little sense of depth. Just please avoid using flash.
  [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 



 ISO: A cool thing you can do with digital cameras that you cannot do with film cameras is change
it's ISO setting (sensitivity to light). Not going to go in detail with this since all models of DSLRs are
different.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
 Lenses: One of the greatest advantages of an SLR camera is it's ability to change lenses. There is
a large variety of camera lenses that you can choose from. Just search recommended lenses for
your most popular types of shots.
  [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img]
  Modes: I will not be going over modes because they are specific to the type of camera you own. Be
familiar with your camera's manual and know all the modes it offers.

cyberducky - March 25, 2014, 5:59 pm 
Taking Better Pictures: 
  Shooting Landscapes: Overall, landscape photography can be one of the most difficult to
accomplish. When taking pictures of landscapes, make sure you get a sharp shot with the whole
picture in focus. I would make the aperture small on landscape shots to get the most sharp image
possible. Also remember that a small aperture, means a small shutter speed. I would highly
recommend a tripod while taking pictures of landscapes. Also, make sure you set the ISO setting to
the lowest you can in order to have a crisp final image. Don't rush when you are capturing your
images. Take your time, and compose your shot. Many photographers often re-visit the site where
they took a picture to get a different angle. You need to shoot at the right time of day. I would
recommend shooting either during or after dawn as that is when the light is the softest and most
flattering. Shooting at dawn also allows you to get a more vibrant shot as the sun is the brightest at
this time. If you are forced to shoot in the afternoon under the harsh light, I would recommend using
a polarizing filter. The polarizing filter can keep the sun vibrant but not harsh. The basic thing to
know with landscape photography is that the sun gets softer as it gets lower. Taking pictures
towards the end of the day allows for dramatic skies.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Shooting Macro: Manufacturers use the term macro very loosely, but I define as life-size images.
DSLRs require a macro lens for true 1:1 life-size macro images. You can really take macro photos of
almost anything, but I mostly do flowers and insects myself. A tripod is highly recommended for
these shots to avoid camera shake. I would also even recommend a self-timer so your hand doesn't
shake the camera. Also, keep in mind you have to make sure your subject is still. If it is flowers, wait
for the breeze to stop. The depth of field with macro mode is very narrow, so take some test shots to
make sure you have the right position.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Shooting Lightning: The main thing about shooting lightning is having the right bulb setting. The
bulb setting is only available in advanced cameras and that is why I haven't included it in the camera
settings part of this guide. The obvious issue with shooting lighting is that you will never know when
it is going to strike. You cannot just wait and press the button when you see the flash. It may work
with fireworks, but lighting is way to fast. Your reaction speed is not near the speed of lightning.
Setup the camera on a tripod and get a shutter release. I prefer a wired cable release but feel free to
use a infrared remote. Now use your judgement. Look at where the bolts are coming from, and the
approximate delay between strikes. Shooting lightning is one of those things where you have to just
keep trying. Keep taking shots and eventually you will get the one you are satisfied with. Make sure
you have a decent sized memory card though, because you will be taking loads of shots.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Shooting in Snow: When shooting in snow exposure is everything. While shooting in snow,
exposure should be set much much higher than normal. When snow is underexposed, it ends up



looking like grey tinted. There are a few ways you can avoid getting dull snow shots. The first is to
obviously turn on snow scene mode if your camera has it. If it doesn't have this setting, just
manually crank the exposure up more. Make sure you do not set it to high though. That is really all
there is to shooting snow shots.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Shooting Sunsets: The main reason I shoot in sunsets is for the silhouette. This happens because
the sun is such a dominant light source. Raise the exposure a little bit, and try to take an HDR
sequence. Make sure to also set the white balance to daylight. This makes the sun appear warmer.
Reds and Yellows is exactly what you want in these pictures, so avoid some default settings as they
lower this.
 
 [img]http://c0mpass.us/i/ubuntuguide/divider.gif[/img] 
  Shooting at Night: The main thing I wan't to point out is to NOT use flash in the dark. Instead use
long exposures. A tripod is important for night shots as well. You will need a cable release control
and a wristwatch for timing. You need to have a bulb mode, and need to set the settings manually
since automatic gets confused with night time shots. Use your wristwatch to monitor the timing of the
shutter, and take the picture whenever you feel it looks right in your camera monitor. To avoid image
noise, make sure your long exposure noise reduction is turned on. As always, any minor issues can
be fixed in photo editing software, so don't freak out.
 
 Click here for a useful thread for aspiring photographers made by Jaxon

Herbo - March 27, 2014, 11:34 pm 
Really nice thread abide, This deserves a sticky!

AliveAgain - March 28, 2014, 3:03 am 
OP's first thread in the photography section, welcome. Anyways some good info in there, thanks.
You should explain a bit more about ISO, and also perhaps add some information about different
types of lenses and which are used for what.

RDCA - March 28, 2014, 3:08 am 
You should have really covered the various types of lenses, but still somewhat useful.

cyberducky - March 28, 2014, 6:13 am 
 (Mar 28, 2014 03:08 AM)RDCA Wrote: [CITE] You should have really covered the various types of
lenses, but still somewhat useful.
 I plan to cover lenses at a later time. There are so many different kinds that are camera specific.

Eternal. - March 28, 2014, 6:15 am 
Nice thread, appreciate the work you put into it.

Nina Dobrev ™ - March 28, 2014, 10:22 am 
Much photo. Such length. Wow
 Lol nice thread Abide, I actually didn't know any of this, I just kinda snap away and rage a bit if the
picture is blurry 
 Thanks for the info. Looking forward to the lens guide.

RDCA - March 28, 2014, 2:17 pm 
 (Mar 28, 2014 06:13 AM)Abide Wrote: [CITE] I plan to cover lenses at a later time. There are so
many different kinds that are camera specific.
 I meant in general. Like micro (granted you did cover this in a form), wide angle, ect. They generally
fall into categories.
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Jaxon - March 28, 2014, 2:20 pm 
You should have a link to all my resources and tutorials. It has your information x10 with separate
links 
 
 https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?tid=3854555

Supreme??????? - March 28, 2014, 2:24 pm 
Great guide you got here Abide. Hopefully it will help other members out.

Cubs - March 28, 2014, 3:00 pm 
Some DSLR cameras can cost way more then just $2,000.

cyberducky - March 28, 2014, 3:09 pm 
 (Mar 28, 2014 03:00 PM)Cubs Wrote: [CITE] Some DSLR cameras can cost way more then just
$2,000.
 This is meant to be a beginners guide. No need to tell people to go out and buy extremely
expensive DSLRs.
   (Mar 28, 2014 02:20 PM)Jaxon Wrote: [CITE] You should have a link to all my resources and
tutorials. It has your information x10 with separate links 
 
 https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?tid=3854555
 Everything in my guide was made by me, with just my current knowledge. I am not going to include
links to random sites with information. My guide covers plenty of information for beginners.

-Yousif - March 29, 2014, 11:28 am 
Lmfao, I'm currently a photographer in training and this is nearly everything I have learnt and more.
Thanks for this OP, will use this thread to revise.

patek - March 29, 2014, 2:54 pm 
Wow, Very helpful thread. Always wanted to learn a little about photography. Thanks OP

Fox™ - March 29, 2014, 10:29 pm 
Nice guide, Abide. You never cease to amaze.

iDuL - March 30, 2014, 3:02 am 
Wow, excellent tutorial! Why doesn't this have a sticky??!

cyberducky - March 30, 2014, 8:31 am 
 (Mar 30, 2014 12:16 AM)Coke ? Wrote: [CITE] You should pinpoint that the higher the shutter speed,
the lower the ISO should be and vice versa.
 
 And you can perhaps suggest what cameras to buy. What is your setup, Abide?
 
 This is really useful for those who shoot in manual (which you should, anyway):
 Spoiler (Click to View)
[img]http://s3-ec.buzzfed.com/static/imagebuzz/web04/2011/6/29/10/manual-photography-cheat-she
et-24030-1309358138-200.jpg[/img]
 Really nice graphic there. Mind if I add it to the thread?

iDuL - March 30, 2014, 12:43 pm 
My goal is to get a DSLR camera. I'd love to start taking pictures of my adventures

cyberducky - March 30, 2014, 2:26 pm 
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 (Mar 30, 2014 12:43 PM)iDuL Wrote: [CITE] My goal is to get a DSLR camera. I'd love to start taking
pictures of my adventures
 Yeah if you let me know your budget I can recommend a camera.

Jeffree123 - July 10, 2014, 5:17 am 
great & very useful thread..thanks for your Guide.. Abide

killerxknight - July 10, 2014, 5:50 am 
I've never seen this thread until someone ed it up my goal is to get a DSR camera. I'd love to start
taking pictures of my adventure :D

Driz. - July 15, 2014, 3:53 am 
Since this user blocked  me before i could send msg
 
 Where the hell does it say I made the logo!
 Also here is scrrenshots of the .psd and i have talked to seso a lot so we can talk on skype with im
if you would like. I dont understand why you are also saying i didnt make my banners
 
 Here you proof now can you guys just stop: 
https://gyazo.com/c8f1812a3fe98aabbec490522b414f18
 
 I will send you the psd if you dont believe me
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