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Thread: [Review] Kotonoha no Niwa (The Garden of Words)

Dragon. - September 9, 2014, 4:19 pm
As of this post, Nori is featuring this show as its background. Check it out.
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"A faint clap of thunder

Clouded skies, perhaps rain comes
Will you stay here with me?"

- Yukino Yukari

Introduction

Every now and again, you finish a show and it leaves you with the feeling known as the "anime
void". The Garden of Words did it for me. With its realistic characters and plot, beautiful scenery,
and amazing dialogue, this show is definitely one that you should watch if you haven't already.

Story

The Garden of Words is a love story. And a rather simple one, at that. There are no plot twists,
turns, unnecessary fanservice, love triangles, decapitated heads on boats, and the like. If you want
a show that will give you an "OH SHIT" moment in terms of story, skip this. It won't have any of that.
Simply put, it is about a 15 year old boy who stumbles upon a strange woman in the park one day.
She is drinking beer and eating chocolate. The boy talks to the woman, and their story begins.As a
whole, I'd rate the story a 7/10. It's not really that interesting, but it doesn't get boring either. It moves
at a realistic pace, keeping the watcher just barely interested enough in it to continue watching.

Characters

These are the two main characters (and the only ones worth mentioning). The spoiler contains a
pretty large image, which may be annoying for some.

Spoiler (Click to View)
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Without spoiling anything, both the characters are extremely realistic. You don't second guess them
(like you would in other shows/movies in the similar genre). You trust them and develop an
emotional bond to them by the end of the movie. I'd give the characters an 8/10.

Sound

The music in this show consists mostly of soft, brilliantly written piano pieces. So simple yet
beautiful, the BGMs of this movie fit it perfectly.

10/10

Animation
Okay. Here goes.
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The animation in this movie is drop dead gorgeous.

To date, it is by far the most detailed, most realistic, and most beautiful animation | have ever seen.
No TV show, OVA, movie, or music video even comes anywhere close, not even 5 Centimeters per
Second. Shinkai really outdid himself this time around. | would give art an 11/10 if it were possible.
But since it isn't, a 10/10 will have to suffice.

Conclusion

This is probably one of my shortest reviews out there. It is, afterall, a 46 minute movie. If you're
familiar with Makoto Shinkai, then you know what type of stories he tells. Heavy dialogue based,
extremely realistic love stories, with no twists or turns. The Garden of Words follows that. As stated,
it is a direct love story that doesn't beat around the bush with excessive filler and other obstacles
added in it. | still loved the show, and for overall enjoyment, | give it a rating of 10/10, and would
recommend this show to any romance lovers out there.

In my opinion, The Garden of Words isn't worth telling the whole world of its existence. Some
people may not like how this story is structured, and how it ends. The characters and plot may not
be the best in the world, but the animation and sound have set the bar that all animation studios
should try to reach. And if you think I'm over exaggerating, Google it. I'd be surprised if you thought
it any less than stunning.

Chips Ahoy McCoy - September 9, 2014, 4:31 pm
| might just have to watch this now. that scenery just looks beautiful.

+Cloud - September 9, 2014, 5:12 pm
downloading this motherfucker right now

ITS FUCKING BEAUTIFUL!

Chips Ahoy McCoy - September 9, 2014, 5:51 pm
Omg.. the ending brought manly tears to my eyes.. | loved every second of it. TT-TT thanks so much
for this Dragon.

Fireworks - September 9, 2014, 7:34 pm

Was it just me? Or was | only the one who noticed a extreme lack of character development...? | felt
like | was watching the scenery more than learning about the story. The ending didn't do it for me
either. The moment they were trying to deliver failed due to the lack of said character development.

Don't get me wrong though, the animation is beautiful. Definitely top-tier.

+Cloud - September 9, 2014, 7:39 pm
idno ae, was really nice. It ended how i wanted it to but when it happened it was more of a sigh to
me.

also

mc has foot fetish

Aar?n - September 10, 2014, 10:35 am

(Sep 9, 2014 07:34 PM)Fireworks Wrote: [CITE] Was it just me? Or was | only the one who noticed a
extreme lack of character development...? | felt like | was watching the scenery more than learning
about the story. The ending didn't do it for me either. The moment they were trying to deliver failed
due to the lack of said character development.
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Don't get me wrong though, the animation is beautiful. Definitely top-tier.

| noticed it too.

It was still a good movie but | found 5 Centimeters Per Second (by the same creator of this) to be a
much better film. It might of helped if there was 15-20 minutes more of this movie.

Dragon. - September 11, 2014, 6:29 am
Yeah. There was a lack of character development. It's a 46 minute long movie, so | guess that's to
be expected.

5cm/s didn't have too much character development in it either.



