Forum:Hack Forums

Thread: Vacation ban assisting scammers avoiding the heat?

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:26 am
| was reading here
https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?tid=4502349

And | have seen this 0x68 user with tonnes of scam reports that all have solid evidence. | know
staff don't take action, but what, is this like some kind of scamming niche that people do? They
scam then ban themselves so they don't have to take the heat and come back with nothing on their
shoulders?

| think the self-vacation ban thing needs to be changed or removed, it does more bad than good,
people should also learn some self control and if it really has to be done, they can just ask a staff to
ban them.

| just don't think it's right, that guy and others | have seen need to be perm banned for being
cowards and obviously scamming.

Edit: Pretty much what | am saying, is that the self-ban feature is basically a built-in scamming tool.

Xepher The Cat - October 23, 2014, 8:27 am
HackForums staff don't get involved with deal disputes.

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:29 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:27 AM)X?pher Wrote: [CITE] HackForums staff don't get involved with deal
disputes.

Well | have seen staff say they do, so Idk what you're on about.

clark.dll - October 23, 2014, 8:30 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:29 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] Well | have seen staff say they do, so Idk what you're
on about.

No, they do not. Omni himself has said countless times that staff do not get involved with scam
reports. | don't know why people scam and then ban themselves.. it's not like we'll forget what they
did.

Anyway, Deal at your own risk.

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:32 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:30 AM)Clark Wrote: [CITE] No, they do not. Omni himself has said countless times
that staff do not get involved with scam reports. | don't know why people scam and then ban
themselves.. it's not like we'll forget what they did.

Anyway, Deal at your own risk.
Okay, well they don't get involved, but they take action when deemed worthy.

| was pointing out this 0x68 guy as an example. Do staff just assume he's punished himself?

clark.dll - October 23, 2014, 8:33 am
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(Oct 23, 2014 08:32 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] Okay, well they don't get involved, but they take action
when deemed worthy.

| was pointing out this 0x68 guy as an example. Do staff just assume he's punished himself?
They're free to assume whatever they wish. They're more than likely not going to get involved.

Patrick Jane - October 23, 2014, 8:37 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:30 AM)Clark Wrote: [CITE] No, they do not. Omni himself has said countless times
that staff do not get involved with scam reports. | don't know why people scam and then ban
themselves.. it's not like we'll forget what they did.

Anyway, Deal at your own risk.
This is true, however, at times he does take action and ban scammers here and there.

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:37 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:33 AM)Clark Wrote: [CITE] They're free to assume whatever they wish. They're
more than likely not going to get involved.

What are you talking about? Of course they are free to assume whatever they want.. You're not
really answering my questions and being insanely blunt.

For the cases where let's say Omniscient looks over a scammer who has obviously scammed and
vacation banned himself, and let's say if he didn't, he closed him and removed his rep. | am just
trying to understand why is this vacation ban thing even allowed, it's literally a built-in scamming
tool.

clark.dll - October 23, 2014, 8:40 am
(Oct 23, 2014 08:37 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] What are you talking about? Of course they are free to
assume whatever they want.. You're not really answering my questions and being insanely blunt.

For the cases where let's say Omniscient looks over a scammer who has obviously scammed and
vacation banned himself, and let's say if he didn't, he closed him and removed his rep. | am just
trying to understand why is this vacation ban thing even allowed, it's literally a built-in scamming
tool.

Vacation bans are an ub3r feature and they will not be going anywhere. Self vacation bans save
Staff members time and | personally love the addition. | could scam right now, and still take a
vacation ban, I'd just have to ask first.. it's not like staff would know, or even care. It's not a built in
scamming tool at all, it has nothing to do with scamming.

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:45 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:40 AM)Clark Wrote: [CITE] Vacation bans are an ub3r feature and they will not be
going anywhere. Self vacation bans save Staff members time and | personally love the addition. |
could scam right now, and still take a vacation ban, I'd just have to ask first.. it's not like staff would
know, or even care. It's not a built in scamming tool at all, it has nothing to do with scamming.
You're not willing to look at it through different angles, can't really be bothered to force it in to a
close minded person. No hate, but you're just being blunt and it's kind of childish.

No, of course it's primary perk isn't for scamming, just like BTC isn't just for scamming either. | am
just saying, it's an easy way out when staff could take action, and it could change the entire fate of a
situation if let's say instead of scamming and self-banning, they had to request a ban, a staff hovers
over there account for like 5 seconds and spots scam reports or what-not, bam perm-banned.

Orianthi - October 23, 2014, 8:45 am
| agree with OP, its a great way a scammer can scam.
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Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:49 am
Here is someones post on another thread in the lounge, pretty much what I am trying to say is that
scammers shouldn't be able to do this stuff as easy as 1,2,3.

(Oct 23, 2014 08:34 AM)Thathackerdude Wrote: [CITE] Heh, Honestly Ub3r's have it so easy to
scam

> Scam people
>Take a vocation ban
>Everyone forgets
>Changes name
>Repeats

Patrick Jane - October 23, 2014, 8:49 am
(Oct 23, 2014 08:37 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] What are you talking about? Of course they are free to
assume whatever they want.. You're not really answering my questions and being insanely blunt.

For the cases where let's say Omniscient looks over a scammer who has obviously scammed and
vacation banned himself, and let's say if he didn't, he closed him and removed his rep. | am just
trying to understand why is this vacation ban thing even allowed, it's literally a built-in scamming
tool.

| don't get how you're seeing it as a scamming tool. Even if someone vacation banned themself
after scamming someone they would still not get away with it in any way. It doesn't stop Staff from
closing their accounts if they wished to.

clark.dll - October 23, 2014, 8:51 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:45 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] You're not willing to look at it through different angles,
can't really be bothered to force it in to a close minded person. No hate, but you're just being blunt
and it's kind of childish.

No, of course it's primary perk isn't for scamming, just like BTC isn't just for scamming either. | am
just saying, it's an easy way out when staff could take action, and it could change the entire fate of a
situation if let's say instead of scamming and self-banning, they had to request a ban, a staff hovers
over there account for like 5 seconds and spots scam reports or what-not, bam perm-banned.
What? You wanted to know why it even existed and I'm just explaining it to you, and why Omni
won't remove it like you suggested in the OP.

(Oct 23, 2014 08:49 AM)Patrick Jane Wrote: [CITE] | don't get how you're seeing it as a scamming
tool. Even if someone vacation banned themself they would still not get away with it in any way. It
doesn't stop Staff from closing their accounts if they wished to.
this.

?Criminal - October 23, 2014, 8:52 am

Because the majority of the marketplace(90%) are all scammers and con artists, especially those
doxing services, most of them are all bullshit and then they try to save face by making a bullshit lie
up when they get called out eventually then pussy out when all the members associated with the
services gets doxed, | mean why run a doxing service if it's so easy to dox the person running it in
the first place, it's a huge contradiction.It also makes the scammer look innocent and make it look
like they got hacked or whatever by vacation banning them selves, it could be a variety of
scenarios.The best mitigation would be to limit the vacation bans because it seems highly abused
for malicious intentions(scamming).

Patrick Jane - October 23, 2014, 8:52 am
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(Oct 23, 2014 08:34 AM)Thathackerdude Wrote: [CITE] Heh, Honestly Ub3r's have it so easy to
scam

> Scam people

>Take a vocation ban

>Everyone forgets

>Changes name

>Repeats

Changing your name won't help since your user UID will still be the same.

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 8:55 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:52 AM)Patrick Jane Wrote: [CITE] Changing your name won't help since your user
UID will still be the same.

Normal members (majority who are scammed) don't know all this shit. It's a username, people can
change it whenever they want.

| just found out this it was only recently implemented. | am pretty confident | could say there are
more scamming incidents with people banning themselves now than it was back then. | just
personally believe it assists scammers and lets them have an easier ride out and back in.

IpSiety - October 23, 2014, 8:58 am
3/10 thread

- Misinformation
- Stupid suggestion

The self vacation ban isn't some type of scamming tool and your reasoning is incredibly flawed. The
scam reports will remain, and the vacation feature does nothing to help the scammer at all.

FantaSec - October 23, 2014, 8:59 am

| think an individual should not be allowed to take a vacation ban longer than a few days if he has
many scam reports open. Yes it can be abused as a group of people can make the reports, but so
can many other things. It is just unlikely to be abused because that would waste a lot of people's
time. Negative rep can be abused so a user cannot post in the marketplace but -rep still exists.

Ivy Mike - October 23, 2014, 9:03 am

What you're saying is not really correct. Scammers are punished vacation ban or not. For example:
Eeluminati took a vacation ban, however despite this, Omniscient took action and extended his ban
along with a repfuck. | would advise reading the following, taken from another (recent) thread
regarding scammers.

Omniscient Wrote:This shit really angers me especially since | been up since 8am and pretty much
just spent investigation and closing about 10 accounts related to scammers.

What I'm NOT going to do is get involved in deals or deal disputes.

Just because you're fucking little bitch that gets butthurt over a deal dispute doesn't make me
fucking responsible for your risky actions in deals.

AT YOUR OWN FUCKING RISK means just that.

These thread really piss me off. Clueless fucking members.
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Seisou - October 23, 2014, 9:06 am

(Oct 23, 2014 08:59 AM)FantaSec Wrote: [CITE] | think an individual should not be allowed to take a
vacation ban longer than a few days if he has many scam reports open. Yes it can be abused as a
group of people can make the reports, but so can many other things. It is just unlikely to be abused
because that would waste a lot of people's time. Negative rep can be abused so a user cannot post
in the marketplace but -rep still exists.

See, something like this. Something possibly like an alert is posted on a page if a scammed has
banned themselves with recent reports being posted. Maybe | am just thinking this over, but | am
heading off for now. | wouldn't be surprised if a staff member just completely blanks me out with
some nice points, just people at the moment aren't seeing the two sides to the picture.

(Oct 23, 2014 09:03 AM)Emma Watson™ Wrote: [CITE] What you're saying is not really correct.
Scammers are punished. For example: Eeluminati took a vacatiom ban, however dispite this,
Omniscient took action and extended his ban along with a repfuck. | would advise reading the
following, taken from another (recent) thread regarding scammers.

Well did this llluminati person have more scam reports than 0x68? Was the evidence as strong? I'd
appreciate if someone closed this thread, it's none of my business and majority of you are probably
right.

Wires - October 23, 2014, 9:14 am

The vacation ban feature, | doubt will be removed any time soon. It's working as it should to my
understanding. Also, removing the feature still won't stop scamming. Users can message staff freely
requesting a vacation ban, or just leave their account and come back on whenever they feel like it.

DrDoof - October 23, 2014, 9:15 am
(Oct 23, 2014 08:55 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] Normal members (majority who are scammed) don't
know all this shit. It's a username, people can change it whenever they want.

| just found out this it was only recently implemented. | am pretty confident | could say there are
more scamming incidents with people banning themselves now than it was back then. | just
personally believe it assists scammers and lets them have an easier ride out and back in.

Dude stop, just stop. Users change names all the time, scammer or not. Users takes vacation bans
all the time, scammer or not. If you don't know what you are doing, like looking up people's uid's,
then don't do deals on here.

Rigel - October 23, 2014, 9:17 am
Eeluminati scammed and vacation banned himself right after. Omni extended his ban.

1nh4le - October 23, 2014, 9:19 am
Staff don't get involved with scam reports. | made a thread recently about this issue and it just
pissed off Omni. The site doesn't give a fuck if people scam since deals are "at your own risk".

Seisou - October 23, 2014, 9:25 am
Yeah | am over thinking this. Someone please close this. I'll say | am wrong.

R?DSPY - October 23, 2014, 12:48 pm
Is this some new ban and scam money making method? | have to get this ebook.

OT: Staff should at least review every self ban just like omni monitors ub3rs.
But then again, Staff does not get involved with disputes.

-Dartz - October 23, 2014, 1:01 pm
(Oct 23, 2014 08:55 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] Normal members (majority who are scammed) don't
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know all this shit. It's a username, people can change it whenever they want.

| just found out this it was only recently implemented. | am pretty confident | could say there are
more scamming incidents with people banning themselves now than it was back then. | just
personally believe it assists scammers and lets them have an easier ride out and back in.

"recently implemented"

- It's way older than you.

"l am pretty confident | could say there are more scamming incidents with people banning
themselves now than it was back then."

Join Date: Oct 2014

(Oct 23, 2014 08:45 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] You're not willing to look at it through different angles,
can't really be bothered to force it in to a close minded person. No hate, but you're just being blunt
and it's kind of childish.

No, of course it's primary perk isn't for scamming, just like BTC isn't just for scamming either. | am
just saying, it's an easy way out when staff could take action, and it could change the entire fate of a
situation if let's say instead of scamming and self-banning, they had to request a ban, a staff hovers
over there account for like 5 seconds and spots scam reports or what-not, bam perm-banned.

Staff won't ban them just because they see a scam report.

You're the one being childish and close minded.

DrDoof - October 23, 2014, 1:57 pm
(Oct 23, 2014 12:48 PM)RELAPS? Wrote: [CITE] Is this some new ban and scam money making
method? | have to get this ebook.

OT: Staff should at least review every self ban just like omni monitors ub3rs.
But then again, Staff does not get involved with disputes.
| am pretty sure staff has enough on their hands already.

Boza - October 23, 2014, 1:58 pm
Our staff on occasion will ban a scammer, if the evidence is on site and apparent.

Trisomy 21 - October 23, 2014, 3:45 pm

(Oct 23, 2014 08:45 AM)Seisou Wrote: [CITE] You're not willing to look at it through different angles,
can't really be bothered to force it in to a close minded person. No hate, but you're just being blunt
and it's kind of childish.

No, of course it's primary perk isn't for scamming, just like BTC isn't just for scamming either. | am
just saying, it's an easy way out when staff could take action, and it could change the entire fate of a
situation if let's say instead of scamming and self-banning, they had to request a ban, a staff hovers
over there account for like 5 seconds and spots scam reports or what-not, bam perm-banned.

What is even going through your mind? How do vacation bans assist in scamming what so ever?

Tyler? - October 23, 2014, 3:57 pm
Yeah, it needs to be dealt with. Scammers are just lazy thieves.

?Nuski - October 23, 2014, 10:25 pm
We'll I have seems tag ban people when they admit to scamming that's the only time | see staff
getting involved but it's not fair to take away a feature just because 1 member is abusing it

Trihunter3 - October 23, 2014, 11:50 pm
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Vacation bans are an Ub3r Feature. Every Ub3r is allowed to use it as they like.

Scammers are not dealt by HF staff. The only time a scammer may be banned is if he is a menace
to the forum and has to be stopped, therefore Omniscient might step in and ban them. This is 1% of
99% of cases.

Look up someone before you deal with them. The vacation feature is a great feature, and it does
not help scammers avoid the heat. If they wanted they could just not login for a month then come
back with no problems if you think disappearing for a month removes deal disputes.

That's how this forum has worked for years, and until staff change the rules, it will continue to work
like that.

If you don't know there are six main staff members managing the forum for 400K + Users. They
don't have the time to read over deal disputes throughout the day when they are dealing with:
People trolling

People posting infected links.

People breaking marketplace rules.

etc.

They have no time to look over the 22k+ threads in the deal dispute section. You may think its so
simple to make sure someone is 100% a scammer and then ban them, it is not. It would take time.
Not the little "Five seconds" you think it may.



