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Thread: Photography tips and information

Stay Plural - December 21, 2014, 4:16 pm

Disclosure: Nikon people, fuck you. People who disagree with my choices, fuck you. These are tips
and my own opinions from experience.

Tips

Nikon or Canon is your choice. They're "remotely similar" and you will need to choose your own
path. | am not deciding for you (choose Canon motherfucker)

When purchasing a camera, buy it from Craigslist or eBay. Do not purchase kit lens. PURCHASE
THE BODY ONLY. Now | know people are going to heavily disagree with this but the facts are: kit
lens are sheer garbage... body only is going to be cheaper by default, and purchase a prime lens or
something of worth. This variates through budget though, so look below.

Buy a 50mm. 50mm is perfect for a lot of things, and they are cheap and have a fast shutter speed
and great depth of field. BOKEH!!

Let's review the tips.
1. Choose Canon.

2. Purchase body only, fuck the kit lens. | don't care about the process of learning with your 35mm
magnified kit lens with a f/3.5. Get a 50mm f/1.8. It's $100...

Get a third party brand. Sigma is made in Japan, they create great lenses. For example? $250 used
on Amazon, it's basically brand new... an 18-50mm /2.8.

18-50mm /2.8 > 18-55mm /3.5
50mm /1.8 > 18-55mm /3.5

Facts:

What's the best course of learning quickly?

Get down the facts... what is shutter speed? what is aperture? what is depth of field? what is focal
length and how does it work? what are the different types of lens? what is mirrorless? what is iso?

Let's go through them:
What's the "f/1.8"?

The f-stop/f-ratio is the aperture. This tells you how much light is being let in.
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Photographs are made with light... duh.
fl1.2-->14->18-->20-->22->25->28-->32-->35-->40-->45-->50... etc.
Allow me to explain.

Look at it like this:

/1.2 = large open hole, f/1.4 smaller open hole, /1.8 smaller open hole, /2.0 smaller open hole,
f/2.2 smaller open hole, /2.5 smaller open hole...

The higher the number gets, the smaller the hole gets. This "hole" is like the pupil of your eye. The
smaller the f-stop you put your camera at (the smaller the aperture) the bigger the hole opens, the
more light gets in.

Small hole = less light.
Bigger hole = more light.

More light is needed at night. When you photograph at night, you don't put your camera at /2.5 if
you have the /1.8 option. When it's night, go /1.8 to open let as much light in.

Aperture = how much light enters in your camera.
When it's night, you have less light outside than during the day, therefore you need as much light as
possible and you go low on aperture.

[img]http://colesclassroom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/camera-aperture.jpg[/img]

Depth of Field? How? Bokeh?

A "narrow" depth of field basically means that you have a very small portion in a photograph
focused, and the rest is "blurred"” out.

Narrow:

A greater depth of field, or a "wide" depth of field is when most of the subject is focused and
covered. This doesn't create a blur to the front and back of the photograph.

Wide:

How can you achieve a depth of field? It's by the aperture. The greater depth of field is achieved is
if your camera is set at /5.6 --> /22

You'll get a lot narrow depth of fields at f/2.8, f/1.8... and the lower. /1.8 is the pinnacle already, but
an f/1.4 or an f/1.2 would just create better, "richer” blur.



Bokeh is the lights blurred in the back of a photograph with narrow depth of field. Bokeh is the best.
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What's the shutter speed?

This is how fast the camera shutters in a photograph. When you decide to put a slow shutter speed,
it will keep the sensor open for longer, thus creating an effect like this:

(mine do not steal motherfuckers)

In basic terms: it's the duration of the shutter. If it's slow, it will keep open for longer. If it's fast, it will
open it for a fraction of whatever amount of time, thus letting less light in.

1/4000 1/2000 1/1000 1/500 1/250: Very quick shutter. It freezes your subject. If you're taking a
picture of a runner, you want to freeze them and not allow any motion blur, thus you need a fast
shutter.

1/125 1/60: This is about what you need to take basic photographs in hand without distorting the
subject with blur.

1/30 1/15 1/8 1/4 1/2 1 2 4 8: This is very slow... it allows light be soaked in, and creates motion
blur as shown in the example above.

What's the ISO

Some cameras have more ISO capability than others, some reaching very high amounts.
ISO is basically the control to sensitivity with the light given in the photograph.

ISO: 100, 125, 160, 200, 250, 320, 400, 500, 640... etc

The lower the number, the less sensitivity to the light. The higher the number, the more sensitivity,
and the more grain to your picture.

All this information works together collectively. You want to determine the best settings for a picture.

You need to choose the appropriate shutter speed for the blur/speed of the subject... the aperture
to see how much light you want entered determining the atmosphere...

The best advice would be to go Av (Aperture Priority) which determines the shutter speed for you,
and you work the aperture and 1SO.)



Focal length

Focal lengths: 18mm... 22mm... 28mm... 35mm... 50mm... 85mm... 105mm...

These are the "zooms" to your lens.

A prime lens means it's plainly whatever the focal length you're given and nothing more.
A 50mm /1.8 is a prime lens, because it doesn't zoom to 55mm nor 35mm.

The different types of lens:

Kit lens - the shitty lens that comes with the DSLR.

Telephoto lens - this lens zooms... an 85-200mm is for wildlife photographers, or sport
photographers.

This focal length is very large (200mm) -- it zooms in very very close, so you don't have to be near
the subject.

Macro lens - this is for up close photography... the typical water drop photos you see.

Wide angle lens - Anything "under 50mm" technically. 50mm is the focal length your eyes are at,
technically. A 35mm is generally wide, an 18mm is very wide. You capture a larger surrounding.

When a lens goes from 50mm to 85mm, it is "zooming." This is a magnification process to get
closer to the subject.

If you want help choosing between two cameras PM me.

Babz - December 21, 2014, 4:28 pm
Lmao imma say this right away. | appreciated the post, but let me tell ya. You're one funny
motherfucker.

The way you throw around words really gives me a kick.

Thanks for this, | learned a thing or two although | have read this stuff before...just gotta implement
it.

Fox™ - December 21, 2014, 4:30 pm
Good guide. Feels like I'm back in the fon workshop.

Editing - December 21, 2014, 5:09 pm
Disclosure: Close minded people, fuck you

| do however, agree with purchasing only the body to avoid wasting $$$ on the kit lens.

Update - December 22, 2014, 12:47 pm
Nice guide for entry level photographers. Thanks for the input.



Jaxon - December 23, 2014, 12:39 am
Nikon user here, go fuck your self.
Thanks for the tips i enjoyed the read. ?

Stay Plural - December 23, 2014, 5:06 pm
(Dec 23, 2014 06:42 AM)ang?l Wrote: [CITE] true on the kit lens. so true honestly

40mm pancakes are great too (better than the 50mm imo). i find that it's worth the extra $50-75
meh those are great but for a starter i'd give somebody an /1.8 to experiment on

Positive - December 24, 2014, 10:38 pm
Some helpful information to upcoming photographers.

| couldn't agree more with the whole "Canon" speel, though I did just purchase a Nikon D750 and
have only played with it for about an hour. I fucking love it.

| hate Nikon but this camera (just rated "camera of the year") is fucking amazing.

Plural, you know I love you and your opinions so don't hate me :devilish: testing both sides.

You're so right about the 50mm 1.8 though. If you can afford a 1.4 or 1.2, those are way better but
for the price, get the 1.8. You'll love it. They take the most crisp, clean pictures no matter what body

you put it on. | have one for both my Canons and my new Nikon. Fucking perfect pictures.

Fuck kit lenses, though | just got a prime lens for all my cameras within the past week. Kit lenses
make you feel like a great photographer but really the image quality will triple with a prime.

Promise.
Take Plural's advice. Trust me.

Sean Taylor - October 11, 2016, 11:18 am
This is great

Love this thread
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