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FBI agents who are part of a secretive group investigating the surge of “unidentified anomalous
phenomena,” what the government uses to refer to UFOs, are worried that they could lose their jobs
in a possible FBI purge targeting officials who worked on Jan. 6 cases, according to four people
familiar with the matter.

Some of the FBI agents who work in the group also worked on Jan. 6 cases, according to the
people. All agents across the bureau have been ordered to fill out a questionnaire about their work
on the Capitol attack. There are worries that the move could lead to a Trump-ordered purge at the
agency, said the people, some of whom were granted anonymity to discuss personnel matters.

The existence of the FBI's informal working group on the issue has not been disclosed publicly
before. Graves and three other people familiar with the group said it consists of a national program
manager and more than a dozen employees across the country who spend much of their time
tracking down UAPs.

Graves said that for more than a year, his group has worked with the FBI team to refer interested
witnesses, leads and open source intelligence to help the bureau’s efforts to protect the country and
the aviation industry from unidentified phenomena. He said the agents have interviewed interested
witnesses and “plus up” these reports with classified information.

“This FBI Working Group is uniquely positioned to investigate UAP due to their joint law
enforcement and intelligence authorities,” he said, adding he was “deeply worried that agents key to
the investigation of UAP could be removed, which would undermine the Trump Administration’s
commitment to take the U out of UAP.”

“While we have no comment on any questions regarding FBI personnel matters, the FBI
investigates Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena when there is potential for a violation of federal
law — particularly unlawful acts that could adversely affect our national interests — and to gather,
share, and analyze intelligence to combat security threats facing the U.S.,” the FBI said in a
statement.

The Pentagon had a similar effort called the Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program
whose disclosure in 2017 sent shockwaves throughout Washington and around the country.
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