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EXPLOITATION 
  
 WHAT IS EXPLOITATION 
 Exploitation is the phase where you turn all the information you gathered into action. After
identifying vulnerabilities, you now attempt to use them to gain unauthorized access, escalate
privileges, or execute commands on the target system.
 
 It’s where theory becomes practice,  the moment you “open the door” after finding the weak lock
during recon and enumeration. 
  
 TOOLS FOR EXPLOITATION 
 Some of the most widely used exploitation tools include:
 
 • Metasploit Framework – One of the most popular tools for launching exploits and payloads.
 
 • Metasploit GitHub – The open-source repo with constant updates.
 
 • Exploit-DB – Database of public exploits and proof-of-concepts (PoCs).
 
 • SQLmap – Automated SQL injection exploitation tool.
 
 • Burp Suite – Useful for exploiting web apps after finding input weaknesses.
 
 • Nuclei – Can be extended to actively exploit misconfigurations.
 
 • Searchsploit – Local tool to search Exploit-DB from your machine.
 
 • Impacket – For network protocol exploitation and lateral movement.
 
 The right tool depends on the type of vulnerability: web, network, service, or credentials. 
  
 METHODS OF EXPLOITATION 
 Exploitation comes in many forms depending on the attack surface:
 
 • Web Exploitation – Using vulnerabilities like SQL injection, XSS, LFI/RFI, or command injection.
 
 • Network Exploitation – Exploiting vulnerable protocols (SMB, RDP, FTP) or misconfigurations.
 
 • Privilege Escalation – Moving from a limited user account to administrator/root.
 
 • Credential Exploitation – Cracking or reusing weak passwords, hash dumping, pass-the-hash.
 
 • Remote Code Execution (RCE) – Directly executing arbitrary commands on the system.
 
 • Custom Exploits – Writing or modifying proof-of-concepts to fit the target’s environment.
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https://github.com/fortra/impacket


 
 The objective isn’t just “getting in”, it’s doing so in a controlled, reliable way that avoids crashing the
system or losing access. 
  
 BEST PRACTICES 
 • Always confirm vulnerabilities before attempting exploitation.
 
 • Use PoCs in a test environment before trying them on a live target.
 
 • Keep backups of payloads and scripts for repeatability.
 
 • Prioritize stealth, avoid noisy attacks that cause system crashes or alerts.
 
 • Document everything: which exploit was tried, what payload was delivered, and the result.
 
 • Remember: just because an exploit works in theory doesn’t mean it works in practice. Adapt it.
 
 Exploitation is equal parts skill and patience, rushing leads to detection or failure.  
 FINAL THOUGHT 
 Exploitation is the exciting part of hacking, but it’s also the riskiest. This is where you move from
passive observation to active control of a system. A true hacker doesn’t just fire off random exploits,
they choose carefully, adapt when things don’t work, and use precision over chaos.
 
 Think of exploitation as unlocking the door you mapped earlier. Now you’re inside, and what you do
next (maintain access, pivot, escalate) will define how successful you really are.

 


