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Thread: Do you fantasize about being poor/free?

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 9:19 am

| will admit that I've lived a very privileged life. | have traveled the world to the point where | struggle
to feel passion about going to a new place, and it comes down to picking different cities a lot of
times rather than countries. | grew up with everything | needed. | was not spoiled, but | did not want
for much either, and that was always a choice by my parents to ensure we didn't grow up as entitled
brats more than because we couldn't have something.

I've felt this way for a long time. Sometimes | almost envy the people who are poor. They are free to
make decisions that | am not free to make. | would lose a lot to give it all up. There is something
peaceful about having nothing and the idea that you can only go up.

I know this isn't a rational thought. I've been to slums and ghettos and other poor areas in several
countries. | know it's not an easy life. But, I'll also never forget how happy I've seen children, even in
the poorest and most disadvantaged areas. There is a blissfulness to not knowing what you do not
have.

Does anyone think about what it would be like to reset, have nothing, and have the freedom of no
expectations or worries of losing what you have? You cannot lose what you do not have, you can
only gain what you need & want.

This is a phenomenon and privilege reserved for those who would never appreciate the scenario
until escaping it.

Deany - October 27, 2025, 9:22 am
No for me it's opposite | want $ so bad. SB my ticket to that Kappa

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 9:26 am

(Oct 27, 2025 09:22 AM)Deany Wrote: [CITE] No for me it's opposite | want $ so bad. SB my ticket to
that Kappa

Can't disagree with that, | also want more $.

However, | can sadly or confidently say that $$ can't solve everything.
Unhappy people can find unhappiness in millions, or even billions.
Happy people can find happiness in soil, with nothing to their name.

| am in a better financial spot, but there were happier times when | made 20% of what | make now.
Not across the board though, and really even back then | was not "poor".
There are also many other times where I'm far better off now than before too.

It's all about what goes on in our noggins.

| think if we look at Bill G, Jeff B, and Elon M, and a few others, we can see that even having
billions of dollars can't make us happy people with healthy relationships.

> not political, these are just the first 3 billionaires that came to mind when thinking about their
divorces and general dissatisfaction with the world
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If we take a look at who's saying things are broken and not working, half of the public speakers are
multi millionaires.

Money truly cannot buy happiness. | know that for sure... What | don't know is whether being poor
can buy happiness.

One of the most serene (but underappreciated) times of my life was being in the woods for months
without a cell phone/internet/computer, and making fire with sticks & string, and living under tarps on
flat mats with a backpack as a pillow.

It was a simple life experience without distractions, without possessions, and we all wore the same
clothing with no indications of wealth. We showered with heated water in bean cans. Sometimes our
hair would freeze before we could dry it.

I wonder if the world would be better off if we all put ourselves to this test.

Finding happiness with no material possessions is possible, but perhaps it is only a positive in my
life because it was TEMPORARY.
hint: I also didn't go voluntarily. Many years ago | was sent out to the woods for a few months :)

Rsynced - October 27, 2025, 10:46 am
Why would anyone do that, go to jail and get a test of how it is daily...

DAL-SHA - October 27, 2025, 10:56 am
| must admit sir , that's a unique perspective you are viewing the world there ..

JoshAllen - October 27, 2025, 10:57 am
| kind of get what you mean, but hell no.

After working with the homeless, it is not a life | envy. It is very hard daily.

Undead - October 27, 2025, 1:37 pm

Does wealth equate to happiness? Probably not but it does make life a lot easier and we need all
the help we can in this godforsaken world. Although, sometimes | see these happiness index lists
and many poor countries feature higher up than the more wealthy places.

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 1:52 pm

(Oct 27, 2025 10:46 AM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] Why would anyone do that, go to jail and get a test
of how it is daily...

You are joking, but | have had the same thought there about how it's a shame | won't get to
experience a prison sentence temporarily. i don't plan to change that... But sometimes | just want to
experience it ALL and there are some things I'll likely never experience.

I went to strict boarding schools though and that's enough for me to know my thought about jail is
irrational.

(Oct 27, 2025 10:56 AM)Dalsha Wrote: [CITE] | must admit sir , that's a unique perspective you are
viewing the world there ..
heh, yeah i know. | don't actually believe being poor would be easy or good.

Perhaps a more fair way to say it would be, "sometimes | think about giving up all the $$ and just
starting over"


https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?pid=62861809#pid62861809
https://hackforums.net/showthread.php?pid=62861829#pid62861829

(Oct 27, 2025 10:57 AM)Josh Allen Wrote: [CITE] | kind of get what you mean, but hell no.

After working with the homeless, it is not a life | envy. It is very hard daily.
Yeah, | know realistically, | don't actually want that life at all.
| think there are parts of it that are nice, but the negatives outweigh the positives.

Yes to hiking around without obligation...
Not to doing that in the rain while hungry...

(Oct 27, 2025 01:37 PM)Undead Wrote: [CITE] Does wealth equate to happiness? Probably not but
it does make life a lot easier and we need all the help we can in this godforsaken world. Although,
sometimes | see these happiness index lists and many poor countries feature higher up than the
more wealthy places.

I'm telling ya man, | never saw more smiling children than in the middle of fucking nowhere in
Kenya, in an orphanage & school for kids who lost their parents to AIDS.

That was a big experience for me and it was just so obvious.

These kids were so much happier than us (we went when we were pre-teens / teens) for a trip that
the school helped organize (find families who are interested to help them save costs by going
together during a school break).

But, it's all relative. Would they be happy if they knew about certain things?

Entire classrooms didn't even own tools to write, and most of them didn't have a concept of maps or
continents. They couldn't identify Africa for example in a few of the classes (we stopped asking).

Would those same kids be happy if they had the same life they do now, but with full awareness of
what else is out there?
Possibly not :/

So, perhaps our happiness is based on what we feel we need, or what we still want rather than
what we have.

A broke child with no food isn't unhappy that they don't own things they dont' know exist. They
might just need a meal.
A billionaire with out of reach goals can still feel like a failure.

The happiness is defined by what we're aware of not having, rather than what we know we do have.
IMHO.

Undead - October 27, 2025, 2:08 pm

(Oct 27, 2025 01:52 PM)nodes Wrote: [CITE] You are joking, but | have had the same thought there
about how it's a shame | won't get to experience a prison sentence temporarily. i don't plan to
change that... But sometimes | just want to experience it ALL and there are some things I'll likely
never experience.

| went to strict boarding schools though and that's enough for me to know my thought about jail is
irrational.
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heh, yeah i know. | don't actually believe being poor would be easy or good.

Perhaps a more fair way to say it would be, "sometimes | think about giving up all the $$ and just
starting over"

Yeah, | know realistically, | don't actually want that life at all.
| think there are parts of it that are nice, but the negatives outweigh the positives.

Yes to hiking around without obligation...
Not to doing that in the rain while hungry...

I'm telling ya man, | never saw more smiling children than in the middle of fucking nowhere in
Kenya, in an orphanage & school for kids who lost their parents to AIDS.
That was a big experience for me and it was just so obvious.

These kids were so much happier than us (we went when we were pre-teens / teens) for a trip that
the school helped organize (find families who are interested to help them save costs by going
together during a school break).

But, it's all relative. Would they be happy if they knew about certain things?

Entire classrooms didn't even own tools to write, and most of them didn't have a concept of maps or
continents. They couldn't identify Africa for example in a few of the classes (we stopped asking).

Would those same kids be happy if they had the same life they do now, but with full awareness of
what else is out there?
Possibly not :/

So, perhaps our happiness is based on what we feel we need, or what we still want rather than
what we have.

A broke child with no food isn't unhappy that they don't own things they dont' know exist. They
might just need a meal.
A billionaire with out of reach goals can still feel like a failure.

The happiness is defined by what we're aware of not having, rather than what we know we do have.
IMHO.

| think children in the West don't have much of childhood anymore. They have all of the latest
gadgets but they're exposed to things that they shouldn't be. Its sad when you see them glued to a
screen rather than being outdoors creating their own entertainment.

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 2:10 pm

(Oct 27, 2025 02:08 PM)Undead Wrote: [CITE] | think children in the West don't have much of
childhood anymore. They have all of the latest gadgets but they're exposed to things that they
shouldn't be. Its sad when you see them glued to a screen rather than being outdoors creating their
own entertainment.
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100%
my mom had to really force us to sit still and watch TV, we were outside every single day basically

plops - October 27, 2025, 4:36 pm
| get that feeling.

| grew up close to the same way, all needs met at the very least and our parents always put us first.
It gave me a solid baseline and has allowed me to build a slightly above average lifestyle for my
family. But that does not come without stress.

| dream, sometimes, of leaving that stress behind but it would come with losing all the extra stuff on
side. | am the only salary in the house and in reality we could afford me to drop my salary by quite a
bit and still meet bills/food. But no extras. It would be selfish of me though. My folks struggled hard
to get us where we got to before | started my family and their parents struggled even harder than
them.

To put it simply though, yeah, | do like the idea of dropping everything and living a 'simpler life.

When everyone is out of the house, | am buying a van and converting it to a small camper, gonna
take the wife out and just drive.

I would not call being poor free though. If anything it really puts you in more constrained spot.

Palestine - October 27, 2025, 6:19 pm
| only dream about being rich enough so that | can help others and change their lives for the better. |
wish | had it like that so | can bless those who need it

Pimping - October 27, 2025, 8:03 pm

Honestly no since i grew up some what poor and i hated it

I am not rich by any means but i do ok for myself and i have a safety net. | am happy with that i dont
need to be multi millionaire rich as long as i have a place to live and my necessities paid i dont need
much else.... and having a good savings nest is enough

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 8:09 pm

(Oct 27, 2025 08:03 PM)Pimping Wrote: [CITE] Honestly no since i grew up some what poor and i
hated it

I am not rich by any means but i do ok for myself and i have a safety net. | am happy with that i dont
need to be multi millionaire rich as long as i have a place to live and my necessities paid i dont need
much else.... and having a good savings nest is enough

This is a good thing to bring up. On one hand, I long for a simpler life. On the other, | will absolutely
feel like | have failed if | am not a multi-millionaire. | know this is not a "nice goal”, but it's how | feel.
For me, millions is a bare minimum, and perhaps that's why | have these weird thoughts that being
poor could be freeing in a way.

Pimping - October 27, 2025, 8:24 pm

(Oct 27, 2025 08:09 PM)nodes Wrote: [CITE] This is a good thing to bring up. On one hand, | long for
a simpler life. On the other, | will absolutely feel like | have failed if | am not a multi-millionaire. |
know this is not a "nice goal”, but it's how | feel. For me, millions is a bare minimum, and perhaps
that's why | have these weird thoughts that being poor could be freeing in a way.

For me i think $1.5m maybe $2m is enough

| can buy a house and a new car and just live/invest the rest and have no worries. | think you have
to think about why you want that much and what your goals will be when you get there
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whats the point of having $10m+ and not spending much of it or not knowing why you want it in the
first place... you know? like i feel if i ever reached $10m+ i wouldnt have any ambition to continue....
since i would already be able to buy anything. what would be the point of making more money after
that

The Joker - October 27, 2025, 8:38 pm
I'm already poor. So | don't have to fantasize about it..

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 8:38 pm

(Oct 27, 2025 08:24 PM)Pimping Wrote: [CITE] For me i think $1.5m maybe $2m is enough

| can buy a house and a new car and just live/invest the rest and have no worries. | think you have
to think about why you want that much and what your goals will be when you get there

whats the point of having $10m+ and not spending much of it or not knowing why you want it in the
first place... you know? like i feel if i ever reached $10m+ i wouldnt have any ambition to continue....
since i would already be able to buy anything. what would be the point of making more money after
that

Fair enough, and that's true. | do have plans for $10M, or even $100M+.

My goal in life is pretty simple:
> acquire wealth for the next 10 years as primary earning for base funds on long-term goals

> start my next company within the next 8 years, targeting 3-4 years from now (sold my last & went
for a salary job a few years ago)

> In the 10-20 year period (from now) my goal is to then obviously re-evaluate, but in 20 years I'll be
in my 50s and should be in a good spot. My current goal is to consider charity work by this point, but
at the very least, my personal goal is to be in the executive suite of a $10-100B+ annual rev
company. | work with some now already and am experienced talking to their stakeholders, but |
need more experience if | want to actually lead one.

> After 20 years | expect to be transitioning to more proactive work. Transitioning from private
companies & charity efforts to more public service. At this point my goal (at least for last couple
years) is to run for Governor or a seat in Senate or House. To do this, one of the things in my 40s I'd
like to do is hold a Mayor or equal position that would allow me to springboard into a higher position.

And then to be honest, my goal is to eventually run for President in my 60s.
I know it's a long plan, but that's my life plan and has been. I'm currently accumulating as much
wealth as possible, trying to out-earn a future inheritance. Realistically | will inherit a good chunk of

money, potentially worth millions. For that reason it's very important that | continue regardless. |
want to out-earn that, and | also want to continue as if | will not have any money coming.

TLDR:

| plan to make $5-10M on my own, inherit $1-2M, and use my professional resume as a precursor
for local politics, followed by state politics, followed by more.

There's a good chance I'll get lost along the way. We'll see how | am feeling in 30 years.

I'm not saying | am currently qualified for those positions by the way. But that's my goal, and
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realistically | need a lot more than $10M to accomplish my goals. I'll need hundreds of millions in
funding if I have any chance at all.

I've been surrounded by people in these positions for my whole life and may be tainted in
expectations.
But, it's not unrealistic and there's plenty of time to make it happen.

Pimping - October 27, 2025, 8:44 pm
(Oct 27, 2025 08:38 PM)nodes Wrote: [CITE] Fair enough, and that's true. | do have plans for $10M,
or even $100M+.

My goal in life is pretty simple:
> acquire wealth for the next 10 years as primary earning for base funds on long-term goals

> start my next company within the next 8 years, targeting 3-4 years from now (sold my last & went
for a salary job a few years ago)

> |In the 10-20 year period (from now) my goal is to then obviously re-evaluate, but in 20 years I'll be
in my 50s and should be in a good spot. My current goal is to consider charity work by this point, but
at the very least, my personal goal is to be in the executive suite of a $1-10B+ annual rev company.
| work with some now already and am experienced talking to their stakeholders, but | need more
experience if | want to actually lead one.

> After 20 years | expect to be transitioning to more proactive work. Transitioning from private
companies & charity efforts to more public service. At this point my goal (at least for last couple
years) is to run for Governor or a seat in Senate or House. To do this, one of the things in my 40s I'd
like to do is hold a Mayor or equal position that would allow me to springboard into a higher position.

And then to be honest, my goal is to eventually run for President in my 60s.

| know it's a long plan, but that's my life plan and has been. I'm currently accumulating as much
wealth as possible, trying to out-earn a future inheritance. Realistically | will inherit a good chunk of
money, potentially worth millions. For that reason it's very important that | continue regardless. |
want to out-earn that, and | also want to continue as if | will not have any money coming.

TLDR:
| plan to make $5-10M on my own, inherit $1-2M, and use my professional resume as a precursor
for local politics, followed by state politics, followed by more.

There's a good chance I'll get lost along the way. We'll see how | am feeling in 30 years.

I'm not saying | am currently qualified for those positions by the way. But that's my goal, and
realistically | need a lot more than $10M to accomplish my goals. I'll need hundreds of millions in
funding if I have any chance at all.

Well i hope you succeed in all of your goals!

I love that you have it detailed and planned out.... no doubt you will succeed if you grind and have
the mindset you have now

good luck my friend

Hackers - October 27, 2025, 8:51 pm
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(Oct 27, 2025 08:44 PM)Pimping Wrote: [CITE] Well i hope you succeed in all of your goals!
I love that you have it detailed and planned out.... no doubt you will succeed if you grind and have
the mindset you have now

good luck my friend

Appreciate it! It's a by-the-decade plan, so | will re-evaluate as needed but trying to handle
everything in 3-5 year blocks. That's 3-5 years per company / main job role to build up wealth, etc,
but with a main focus per decade of my life.

The plan also is good (imo) because it's flexible. A tech company that's active in the city for charity
can be just as impactful, or more impactful, than an actual charity org. A grassroots leader can be
more effective than Mayor, and an entrepreneur can be more helpful than a Governor, and there are
many other ways to change the world other than President.

So, that's my plan, but it really comes down to this...

Acquire wealth & experience.
Use wealth & experience for good in smaller regions.

>> Change the world.

So | guess I'll reframe my thinking. | don't care about the money. It is just a means to an end. Some
of the poorest have helped the world, and some of the richest have damaged it.

| want to change the world. Not in an egotistical way - give my brother or sister credit instead, that's
fine. But | do want my family name to have its place in history, forever.

DAL-SHA - October 28, 2025, 12:40 pm
Well sir, all | can say : Best of luck man ! You deserve the best !
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