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Study Finds Most Code Review Research Lacks Real-World Validation
 
 Based on an analysis of 244 primary studies, this mapping study shows that modern code review
research is growing steadily but remains heavily focused on open source data and tool proposals,
with limited real-world validation and minimal involvement of human reviewers. Reviewer
recommendation systems dominate the field, yet few studies evaluate whether these tools
meaningfully improve code review outcomes in practice.
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