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The Truth About “Cancelling” Async/Await: You’re Mostly Just Ignoring Results
 
 JavaScript can’t truly cancel async/await work—most “cancellation” just stops waiting. 
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Terry A. Davis - December 24, 2025, 10:17 pm 
I think aside from design choices of any such feature like instant cancel, imaging the over head on a
server that anytime before it continues the operation (thinking CPU scheduler here), that it has to
check cancellation tokens and other factors, THEN! Go back to it, seems like you'd be spending
time you be like wait hold on let me check, wait sorry I was told to cancel that check so ignore that,
ok now I'll res- oh I can stop now.
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