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2025 CWE Top 25 Most Dangerous Software Weaknesses
 
 The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), in collaboration with the Homeland
Security Systems Engineering and Development Institute (HSSEDI), operated by the MITRE
Corporation, has released the 2025 Common Weakness Enumeration (CWE) Top 25 Most
Dangerous Software Weaknesses. This annual list identifies the most critical weaknesses
adversaries exploit to compromise systems, steal data, or disrupt services.&nbsp;
 Prioritizing the weaknesses outlined in the Top 25 is integral to CISA’s Secure by Design and
Secure by Demand initiatives, which promote building and procuring secure technology solutions.
CISA and MITRE encourage organizations to review this list and use it to inform their respective
software security strategies.
 The 2025 CWE Top 25:
 
 Supports Vulnerability Reduction: By focusing on the Top 25, organizations can prioritize lifecycle
changes, adopt safer architectural decisions, and reduce high-impact vulnerabilities related to
injection, access control, and memory safety defects.
 Drives Cost Efficiencies: Eliminating weaknesses early reduces downstream remediation;
addressing them before deployment is more efficient and cost effective than patching, reconfiguring,
or responding to emergency incidents.
 Strengthens Customer and Stakeholder Trust: Transparent efforts to identify, mitigate, and monitor
weaknesses demonstrate commitment to Secure by Design principles. Organizations that prioritize
eliminating recurring weaknesses contribute to a safer software ecosystem.
 Promotes Consumer Awareness: The Top 25 empowers consumers to understand underlying
causes of common vulnerabilities, supports more informed purchasing decisions, and encourages
adoption of products that follow robust security engineering practices.
 
 Recommendations for Stakeholders:
 
 For Developers and Product Teams: Review the 2025 CWE Top 25 to identify high-priority
weaknesses and adopt Secure by Design practices in development.
 For Security Teams: Incorporate the Top 25 into vulnerability management and application security
testing to assess and mitigate critical weaknesses.
 For Procurement and Risk Managers: Use the Top 25 as a benchmark when evaluating vendors
and apply Secure by Demand guidelines to ensure investment in secure products.
 
 By shining a light on the most dangerous software weaknesses, CISA and MITRE reinforce
collective efforts to reduce vulnerabilities at the source, strengthen national cybersecurity, and
improve long-term resilience. For details, refer to the 2025 CWE Top 25.
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It is good to be aware of the top CWEs, but honestly I am not going to pick through the list every
year. At our company we have a ticketing system that takes CVE reports, but also attached CWEs +
ATT&CK and feeds it into a template that creates easy to understand mitigation reports. Out
managers understand the issue and so do the developers. They can go hunt for code smells. 
 
 I love these resources, but the trick is to distill them to make sense out of them, otherwise they
remain unused.

 


