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Thread: | used to be a able to take a break from computers, | forget when?

Rsynced - March 4, 2026, 5:11 pm

Seems it is impossible not to use a computer these days, thus making electronic detox a near
impossible task. | think society has reached the point of no return and we have been tricked into a
prison of our own design. | mean even the homeless all have smart phones and you can not escape
looking at some sort of screen daily even if you try.

Is there an escape?

RangoWorld - March 4, 2026, 5:17 pm
100% our livelihood is attached to these computers and internet. To go off grid means to go off living
in a way.

The Pact - March 4, 2026, 5:22 pm

(Mar 4, 2026 06:11 PM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] Seems it is impossible not to use a computer these
days, thus making electronic detox a near impossible task. | think society has reached the point of
no return and we have been tricked into a prison of our own design. | mean even the homeless all
have smart phones and you can not escape looking at some sort of screen daily even if you try.

Is there an escape?

Quote:l used to be a able to take a break from computers, | forget when?
| think it was 1986-1988 | would fairly often take a break from playing Masquerade on the Apple lle
because | never did win that game.

Rsynced - March 4, 2026, 5:41 pm
(Mar 4, 2026 06:17 PM)RangoWorld Wrote: [CITE] 100% our livelihood is attached to these
computers and internet. To go off grid means to go off living in a way.
Yes, it is all set in stone now that there is no escape.

(Mar 4, 2026 06:22 PM)The Pact Wrote: [CITE] | think it was 1986-1988 | would fairly often take a
break from playing Masquerade on the Apple lle because | never did win that game.
lol, I was playing the the first Mario and Zelda in that time line.

PrOm3th3us - March 4, 2026, 6:10 pm
Move to these coordinates and you wont be using anything electronic anymore.....

61°17'13.5"N 105°32'36.3"W

Rsynced - March 4, 2026, 6:22 pm
(Mar 4, 2026 07:10 PM)Rust-0I3um Wrote: [CITE] Move to these coordinates and you wont be using
anything electronic anymore.....

61°17'13.5"N 105°32'36.3"W
firedrake lake. bull lake, you been? its like something out of zelda... | want street view... lol

Prom3th3us - March 4, 2026, 6:46 pm
(Mar 4, 2026 07:22 PM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] firedrake lake. bull lake, you been? its like something
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out of zelda... | want street view... lol
Hell na i just went to google maps and found an isolated spot in canada ROFL. Street view
pending....check again in 2145.

Rsynced - March 4, 2026, 7:13 pm

(Mar 4, 2026 07:46 PM)Rust-0I13um Wrote: [CITE] Hell na i just went to google maps and found an
isolated spot in canada ROFL. Street view pending....check again in 2145.

That place loooks fucked... lol

PrOm3th3us - March 4, 2026, 7:20 pm
(Mar 4, 2026 08:13 PM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] That place loooks fucked... lol
Not as fucked as that black lake or whatever ?

Rsynced - March 4, 2026, 7:56 pm
(Mar 4, 2026 08:20 PM)Rust-0I3um Wrote: [CITE] Not as fucked as that black lake or whatever ?
Ya, the toxic lake is very fucked... Insane they just leave that shit there.

COO0Lssh - March 4, 2026, 7:57 pm
computers and technology are certainly not going anywhere any time soon.

RiveR29 - March 4, 2026, 9:28 pm

| mean you are absolutely right. We are in a prison of our own making, most of us just do not know
it. Our lives have been revolving around technology for so long.

Even in schools they do not teach kids to "survive" without technology. When | was a kid we did not
have smart phones or tablets etc.

My youngest sister is an "iPad" kid, and she is a damn recluse. Just sitting in her own room all day.
Okay she is a teenager now so no wonder, but it was that way long before the angsty teenager
phase.

I am glad | went to the boy scouts when | was a kid and teenager. It was a lot of fun for a long time,
but as the camps etc became fewer each year it got extremely dull. And by that time | had to join the
Army, and there we were not allowed to have phones during certain training exercises. So that was
refreshing.

But yeah, as sad as it sounds it is true, we are too dependent on technology.

MadeByDemons - March 5, 2026, 7:48 am
You personally absolutely can, however the issue is that society at large expects you to use
technology constantly and treats you with distrust if you don't.

About a week or so | tried to go a few days just without a phone or debit cards mostly to see what
issues would come up. | withdrew 100 as walking around money and had a book with me for when |
needed to waste some time(George Orwell's Shooting An Elephant by Penguin, highly recommend)

| still kept my phone with me in my bag, turned of in case of emergencies.

Expected issues:

-No music or podcasts, | listen to both a lot and not having access to them became apparent
immediately

-No maps and no directions, people don't give directions anymore just say we're going to X come
find us when you can

-No banking apps, can't transfer money between people
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However it was all the unexpected stuff that came up that surprised me.

One

Phantom limb is very real, | caught myself having a momentary panic attack at least 3 times the first
day before | caught myself and calmed down, attached to that was a very strange feeling of
insecurity about my phone and how valuable it actually was. Having it even a short distance from me
made me think about all the pictures, chats and banking info in it and if | wasn't using it actively it felt
risky caring it around.

Two

I live in a place where cash is very welcome but some places didn't have enough change to give
me, mind you | broke my 100 into 20s for this exact reason but strangely enough some had to give
me change of 5-6 pennies ridiculous but | started noticing a lot about how many places, especially
super markets could be rounded out easily, some had fractions like .12 cents or .37 cents which are
difficult to deal with when you are working with actual cash in hand situations.

Three

| interacted with people a lot more often, mostly to ask for directions and operating hours in some
stores occasionally I'd catch someone of guard and they'd ask me some thing along the lines of
"why don't you look it up”, I used the "my phone ran out of battery" excuse at least 5 times in those 3
days.

Lastly and most importantly PEOPLE THOUGHT | WAS DEAD.

Dramatic but a kind of true. | have some family members which I'd talk to every couple of days. |
started all of this on a whim and didn't think it was serious enough to let them know, well the first day
2 of them tried to get in touch with me by both message and phone and of course because it was off
the carrier would play the "sorry the number you've dialed is not available at this time" message.
They let it go for a day but on day 3 they actually thought something had happened, they found the
instagram page of a friend of mine who | had told them about and asked him what happened to me.
| was going to meet him that day and when | saw him the first thing he told me was "call your family
they are going crazy over the phone thing". One argument later the takeaway was "we know we can
contact you at a moment's notice so when you don't that's a bad thing".

They weren't wrong but the fact that everyone is expected to be available for contact stayed with
me. Maybe in the summer I'll tell people I'm having problems with my number and won't be able to
talk for a few days before trying again

Phobia_ - March 5, 2026, 11:30 am
| cannot take breaks from computers currently .

The Pact - March 6, 2026, 6:42 pm
(Mar 4, 2026 06:41 PM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] Yes, it is all set in stone now that there is ho escape.

lol, I was playing the the first Mario and Zelda in that time line.
What were you playing those games on? People thought it was crazy that my mother had bought
an Apple lle no one else we knew had a computer.

Rsynced - March 6, 2026, 7:36 pm

(Mar 6, 2026 07:42 PM)The Pact Wrote: [CITE] What were you playing those games on? People
thought it was crazy that my mother had bought an Apple lle no one else we knew had a computer.
NES - Nintendo Entertainment System
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| remember an Apple computer costs like $2500< back then?

The Pact - March 6, 2026, 9:47 pm
(Mar 6, 2026 08:36 PM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] NES - Nintendo Entertainment System

| remember an Apple computer costs like $2500< back then?

Yeah she was a professor plus an only child that inherited some property in L.A. when we were
living in another country where the exchange rate from U.S. dollars was pretty good. It was the
Apple lle.

| don't know how much she bought it for.

When | used paint for an English project my high school teacher freaked out a bit about it being
somehow unfair to all the students without computers, until | convinced her it was ENGLISH and she
wasn't supposed to be marking me on the artwork, she was supposed to be marking on what | said
about the image | made. | can't fucking draw because | have always had a condition that means |
suck at anything requiring hand/eye coordination.

| think even back then it was called Paint?

Rsynced - March 7, 2026, 8:53 am

(Mar 6, 2026 10:47 PM)The Pact Wrote: [CITE] Yeah she was a professor plus an only child that
inherited some property in L.A. when we were living in another country where the exchange rate
from U.S. dollars was pretty good. It was the Apple lle.

I don't know how much she bought it for.

When | used paint for an English project my high school teacher freaked out a bit about it being
somehow unfair to all the students without computers, until | convinced her it was ENGLISH and she
wasn't supposed to be marking me on the artwork, she was supposed to be marking on what | said
about the image | made. | can't fucking draw because | have always had a condition that means |
suck at anything requiring hand/eye coordination.

| think even back then it was called Paint?
That's awesome you had one of the first Home computers, Did you have a Modem? Internet? BBS?

The Pact - March 9, 2026, 4:48 am

(Mar 7, 2026 09:53 AM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] That's awesome you had one of the first Home
computers, Did you have a Modem? Internet? BBS?

My mother bought one of the first home computers in the 1980s when | was 15. There wasn't
internet.

It wasn't until 1995 that when | was living with my late husband before we got married that |
discovered the internet and we got dial up internet in 1995 my late husband and | the year before we
got married. By 1995 there was already cooler stuff out there than BBS that you could have fun with
like Web Broadcasting Systems [an amazing chat community,] and Geocities so | wasn't really ever
on the older less cool BBS because there was better stuff out there in 1995.

Phantom_NiNja - March 9, 2026, 8:52 am

(Mar 4, 2026 06:11 PM)Rsynced Wrote: [CITE] Seems it is impossible not to use a computer these
days, thus making electronic detox a near impossible task. | think society has reached the point of
no return and we have been tricked into a prison of our own design. | mean even the homeless all
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have smart phones and you can not escape looking at some sort of screen daily even if you try.

Is there an escape?
There's no escape... everything is a computer. Even when you go out and conduct business with
restaurants you need to pay.

VPSLab - March 9, 2026, 1:31 pm
we're all in the same damn boat now.

Rsynced - March 9, 2026, 5:40 pm
(Mar 9, 2026 04:48 AM)The Pact Wrote: [CITE] My mother bought one of the first home computers in
the 1980s when | was 15. There wasn't internet.

It wasn't until 1995 that when | was living with my late husband before we got married that |
discovered the internet and we got dial up internet in 1995 my late husband and | the year before we
got married. By 1995 there was already cooler stuff out there than BBS that you could have fun with
like Web Broadcasting Systems [an amazing chat community,] and Geocities so | wasn't really ever
on the older less cool BBS because there was better stuff out there in 1995.

Crazy a trace of the old website / crew | ran with during the 90's early 2000's still here:

https://www.geocities.ws/dave deal 2000/

this the crew = DreDWeRKZ

hendzabiznis - April 1, 2026, 3:51 pm
It's getting hardver to take a break, espcially now when Al is available
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