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 MadScientist - May 3, 2026, 5:05 pm 
A new vulnerability dubbed Pack2TheRoot could be exploited in the PackageKit daemon to allow
local Linux users to install or remove system packages and gain root permissions.
 
 The flaw is identified as CVE-2026-41651 and received a high-severity rating of 8.8 out of 10. It has
persisted for almost 12 years in the PackageKit daemon, a background service that manages
software installation, updates, and removal across Linux systems.
 
 Earlier this week, some information about the vulnerability has been published, along with
PackageKit version 1.3.5 that addresses the issue. However, technical details and a demo exploit
have been not been disclosed to allow the patches to propagate.
 
 An investigation from the Deutsche Telekom Red Team uncovered that the cause of the bug is the
mechanism PackageKit uses to handle package management requests.
 
 Specifically, the researchers found that commands like ‘pkcon install’ could execute without
requiring authentication under certain conditions on a Fedora system, allowing them to install a
system package.
 
 Using the Claude Opus AI tool, they further explored the potential for exploiting this behavior and
discovered CVE-2026-41651.
 
 Read More - 
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/new-pack2theroot-flaw-gives-hackers-root-linux-a
ccess/

DramaKing - May 3, 2026, 7:15 pm 
Not something that the majority of Linux sysadmins need to worry about when they use
passwordless sudo.

G Reviews - May 5, 2026, 8:12 pm 
Interesting that Claude Opus AI helped discover this vulnerability - shows how AI tools can be
valuable in security research. The 12-year persistence of this bug highlights how easily
authentication issues can slip through in package management systems, especially when
considering edge cases like passwordless sudo configurations. I wonder if we'll see more
AI-assisted vulnerability discoveries as these tools become more sophisticated in analyzing code
paths.
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