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 SIM Swapping & Identity Hijacking
 
 How attackers take control of digital identities through phone numbers
 
  
 Most people think hackers need malware or advanced coding skills to break into accounts.
 
 In many cases, they don’t.
 
 Sometimes all it takes is control over your phone number.
 
 SIM swapping is a form of identity hijacking where an attacker tricks a telecom provider into
transferring your number onto a SIM card they control. Once they gain access, they can intercept
calls, password reset codes, SMS authentication messages, and potentially lock victims out of their
own accounts.
 
 This is one of the reasons cybersecurity experts have slowly moved away from SMS-based 2FA.
 
  
 ***** How SIM Swapping Works
 
 1. The attacker gathers information about the target through data leaks, phishing, social media, or
social engineering.
 
 2. They contact the victim’s telecom provider pretending to be the account owner.
 
 3. If the verification process is weak enough, the provider transfers the number onto a different SIM
card.
 
 4. The victim suddenly loses mobile service while the attacker begins accessing linked accounts
and resetting passwords.
 
  
 ***** What Can Be Compromised?
 
 • Email accounts
 • Banking apps
 • Crypto wallets
 • Social media accounts
 • Payment platforms
 • Password recovery systems
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 ***** Why SMS Authentication Is Weak
 
 SMS verification was designed for convenience, not maximum security.
 
 Your phone number is connected to telecom systems and human support staff — both of which can
be manipulated through social engineering.
 
 Attackers are not always “hacking devices” directly.
 
 A lot of modern cybercrime is simply exploiting human trust and weak identity verification
procedures.
 
  
 ***** How To Protect Yourself
 
 • Use authenticator apps instead of SMS codes whenever possible
 • Add a SIM/account PIN with your carrier
 • Use strong unique passwords
 • Secure your recovery email accounts
 • Avoid oversharing personal information publicly
 
  
 ***** Final Thoughts
 
 Modern cyber attacks are no longer just about malware or brute force attacks.
 
 Identity itself has become a target.
 
 One successful SIM swap can give attackers access to years of personal data, financial accounts,
and private communications within minutes.
 
 Stay aware.
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