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 (e1usive)D3viant - November 29, 2010, 7:19 pm 
Every once in awhile a browser plug-in will show up in Firefox whether you gave it permission to be
there by accident or maybe without any permission at all. A top Mozilla executive is tired of it and
has called on Microsoft, Apple and Google to stop the practice of allowing browser plug-ins to install
automatically. 
 
 Asa Dotzler, the co-founder of the Spread Firefox project and a member of Mozilla's leadership
team, says the big three are 'evil' and their plug-ins are being installed without user permission.
Dotzler went off on a bit of a tangent on his blog. 
 
 Quote:Why do Microsoft, Google, Apple, and others think that it is an OK practice to add plug-ins to
Firefox when I'm installing their software packages? When I installed iTunes, in order to manage my
music collection and sync to my iPod, why did Apple think it was OK to add the iTunes Application
Detector plug-in to my Firefox web browser without asking me? Why did Microsoft think it was OK to
sneak their Windows Live Photo Gallery or Office Live Plug-in for Firefox into my browser
(presumably) when I installed Microsoft Office? What makes Google think it's reasonable behavior
for them to slip a Google Update plug-in into Firefox when I installed Google Earth or Google
Chrome (not sure which one caused this) without asking me first? 
 The attack on Google is a little surprising, as the search deal Mozilla has with Google provides most
of their income. Even still, he went on to bite the proverbial hand that feeds him. 
 
 Quote:Google, Microsoft, Apple, RockMelt, and any others out there who are doing this, I'm calling
on you to stop this now. If you want to add software to my system, ask me. Sneaking software onto
my system that I didn't ask for is evil (precisely in the Google "don't be evil" sense.) 
 He concluded his rant by saying that Firefox could do more to prevent this type of behavior, but
doesn't feel that they should have to waste their energy fighting against companies that should be
considered trustworthy. Closing out, he requested one thing of the software companies: "ASK first!"

sonicfanrs - November 29, 2010, 9:11 pm 
Mozilla makes a good point; I wouldn't want Microsoft's of Apple's ad-ons installed without my
consent.

Xerotic - November 29, 2010, 9:13 pm 
They might put it deep in their TOS when you download a product though.

Unfair Advantage - November 29, 2010, 9:16 pm 
The AIM toolbar is a freaking virus. It installed silently and its a bitch to remove, I hate plugins that
don't ask for my permission.

pro-phecy - November 29, 2010, 9:18 pm 
This rant is funny because instead of trying to manually fix the problem he insults the people that are
paying him money.  Lol.

Unfair Advantage - November 29, 2010, 9:21 pm 
 (Nov 29, 2010 10:18 PM)pro-phecy Wrote: [CITE] This rant is funny because instead of trying to
manually fix the problem he insults the people that are paying him money.  Lol.Wait, wut? I'm pretty
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sure Microsoft advertises IE like it's god then pays mozzilla? Lol no. 
 Google gets a lot from the deal with Mozilla so they wouldn't drop out. 
 Also how the fuck can he fix it? As long as plugins can be installed manually they can be installed
automatically.

pro-phecy - November 29, 2010, 9:27 pm 
 (Nov 29, 2010 10:21 PM)Unfair Advantage Wrote: [CITE] Wait, wut? I'm pretty sure Microsoft
advertises IE like it's god then pays mozzilla? Lol no. 
 Google gets a lot from the deal with Mozilla so they wouldn't drop out. 
 Also how the fuck can he fix it? As long as plugins can be installed manually they can be installed
automatically.
 Google has their own browser, so why do they have to keep supporting mozzilla
 
 Microsoft in general can fuck itself.  
 
 I'm sure mozzilla can block automatically installed plugins or bring a pop-up up that would let you
(allow or block) the installation.
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